November, 2009

Reflections & Ruminations From Ralph-DG

As | write this brief missive it is the week of Thanksgiving. Now I realize
that we should be thankful for our blessings all through the year and not
just on a specific day; however, | see absolutely nothing wrong with hav-
ing a day set aside to reflect on the things and, more particularly, the
people for whom we are thankful.

On reflection, like most of you, I am most thankful for my biological fam-
ily. As is the custom, our daughters, their husbands, and our grandchil-
DG Ralph Brewer dren will join Linda and me for our traditional Thanksgiving dinner,
board games, and the obligatory football games. When | write about it, it

sound pretty boring and mundane, but I get excited just thinking about it!

This year, | am more thankful for my Lions Family. | guess the reason you are more
prominent on my “Most Thankful List” this year has to do with my visiting with many of
you in your clubs and getting to know and appreciate you even more. | wish each of you
could serve as District Governor and have the opportunity to get to know the wonderful
people who are doing marvelous things for their communities and for those in need. | am
indeed Blessed to have had the opportunity to get to know you better and Thankful for all of
you and for the many acts of kindness you perform!! As I give thanks for you and for what
you represent, | pray that a measure of the joy you bring to the lives of others will be re-
flected back upon you!

Now, lest | become entirely too pensive, a natural propensity of mine, let me share with
you a few items of importance and, | hope, interest:

NEW M-D WEBSITE: Earlier in the year the Council of Governors voted to ex-

pend the necessary funds to establish a state-wide website. | am pleased to

inform you that the website is now up and fully functional and ready to use.

Two domain names were purchased and will work to access the website -

www.tennesseelions.org and www.tennesseelions.net. The state website con-
tains a veritable treasure trove of information about Lionism, including links to all the dis-
trict websites. Although the website is still undergoing some cosmetic changes, | think
you will like what you see. Give itatry!

M-D TO SELL DIRECTORY SPONSORSHIPS: At the last Multi-District
Cabinet Meeting, the Council of Governors voted to sell sponsorships
in the Lions Directory for the 2010-2011 year. The funds generated
from the sale of these sponsorships will help defray the ever-
increasing administrative costs of the Multi-District. Frankly, as
presently constituted, the dues structure does not generate sufficient
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revenue to fund the administrative costs of the Multi-District; however, the current Coun-
cil of Governors strongly feels that now is not the time to consider a dues increase. Thus,
the plan to sell sponsorships is being advanced.

Another consideration for selling sponsorships is to allow our Lions who offer goods and
services to get the message out across the State of their availability. The cost of advertise-
ments ranges from $250 for ¥4 page to $800 for the inside front and back covers. | am
pleased to inform you that the Chapel Hill Club advertising the Tractor Pull has already
spoken for the front cover. More information will be forthcoming shortly; however, it is
not too early to begin getting the word out to individuals and businesses in your areas and
lining up sponsorships. | have asked IPDG Keith Lawrence to head up the effort in our
District.

CHANGE IN STATE CONVENTION SITE: Some two years ago our own PCC Dan Artis,
Chairman for the 2010 State Convention, signed a contract with the Holiday Inn Brentwood
to host the M-D State convention. Last May the corporation that owned
the hotel sold it at what is reported to be a distress sale. The new buy-
ers assured the PCC Dan that the hotel would be completely remod-
eled and that they would honor the contract for our upcoming conven-
tion. The promises not withstanding, no remodeling has begun and
PCC Dan has been unable to make contact with a responsible party
leading us to raise serious questions as to the ability of the new own-
ers to honor their commitment to us on May 21 and 22, 2010. For those reasons, a hew con-
tract is now being negotiated with the Clarksville Riverview Inn. That hotel can accom-
modate us on the scheduled weekend, hopefully at similar, if not more economical, prices
to those we were expecting at Brentwood. PCC Dan will get us more information soon
about this change. In the meantime, change your plans from Brentwood to historic
Clarksville and prepare to have a fun weekend on May 21-22, 2010!

LIONS LEARNING RETREAT: If you are planning to attend the Lions Learning Retreat

January 15-17 in Manchester, it is absolutely essential that you get your

. registration in immediately!! The theme this year is “GROWING TO

MOVE” (MY-SELF, MY-FAMILY, MY-CLUB, MY-COMMUNITY, MY-

DISTRICT, MY-STATE, MY-COUNTRY, MY-WORLD) For your conven-

ience you can find a copy of the registration form on the 12-1 website at
http://12ilions.com/images/LLR.pdf.

DISTRICT 12-1 CONVENTION: I hope you are making plans to attend our District Conven-
tion of March 12-12, 2010, at Henry Horton State Park in Chapel Hill. Our international
representative will be Past International President, Jim Ervin. The
theme for the convention will be “Understanding Those We Serve.”
The Tennessee School for the Blind chorus will be our entertainment for
Friday night. PDG Hazel Bailey is the convention chair and is working E¥ ,1
hard to make this a convention you will long remember. Be looking for \ﬂ \\
information about registration in the near future. N A
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LIONS DAY AT TSB: Since 1957 Lions have been gathering at the Tennessee School for the

7 Blind to wish the students a Merry Christmas by distributing a special gift
from the Lions of Tennessee to every child in school. This year Lions will
give every child in school a check for $50.00. | encourage you to be present
for this joyous occasion on December 11 beginning at 9:00 AM. This is a
great way to Kick off your Christmas Season!

ED LINDSEY INDUSTRIES LUNCHEON: All Lions are invited to a =
luncheon at Ed Lindsey Industries for the Blind, 4110 Charlotte Ave., ¥
Nashville, TN, on December 11, beginning at 11:30 AM. For the 4 con- |2
secutive year the speaker will be Mr. Steve Underwood, Executive Vice <
President for the Titans Organization. Whoever coined the saying,
“There is no free lunch” didn’t know about Ed Lindsey Industries for
the Blind Luncheon!




